It's not all about the fishing.

; ; Thera's lots of wildlife to taks in too!
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SO,AFTER | FINISHED GRADUATE SCHOOL, MY COLLEGE BUCOY COURTNEY AND | DECIDED TOSTART
A SUMMER TRIP OF OUR OWN. IT'S BEEN SIX YEARS NOW. EACH SUMMER WE PICK ALOCATION AND
HEAD CUT ON THE ROAD TO CHASE TROUT. WE'VE EXPLORED NORTHERN CALIFCRNIA, CENTRAL
OREGON, AND FOR THE LAST FOUR YEARS, WEVE SET OUR SITES ON MONTANA WERE BOTH
EDUCATORS SO WE'VE BEEN LUCKY ENOUGH TOSET ASIDE UP T0 A MONTH FCR OUR SUMMER TRIP
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The brown trout

of the Madison

and the rainbows
of the Missouri are
the stars of the
show in Montana,
the Westslope
Cutthroat and Bull
Trout seem to take

Growing up, the men in my
family did a bi-annual fishing
trip to the Sierra Nevada
mountains in California. They
put together one trip in the
early Summer and another in
the Fall. They're creatures of
habit, to say the least. The
trips fall on the same dates
every year, for 30-plus years.
| always saw this trip as some-
thing to aspire to, a tradition
I'd like to start with my own
group of friends some day.

So, after | finished graduate
school, my college buddy

Courtney (@sculpinarmy)
and | decided to start a
summer trip of our own. It's
been six years now. Each
summer we pick a location
and head out on the road to
chase trout. We've explored
Northern California, Central
Oregon, and for the last four
years, we've set our sites on
Montana. We're both educa-
tors so we've been lucky
enough to set aside upfo a
month for our summer trip

In the last few years, we've
gotten to know Montana

Top: Aaron, sitting
stream-zide next to an slk
shed in Yellowatona Park.
Opposite: Courtney kills it on
the vice and this fly brought

plenty of good fish to the net.

Stripping atreamers on the
Madison River.

a back seat.
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Not all the fish were native. We landed a few of Montana's
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pretty well. Through friends,
research, and a good deal of
plain old wandering we've
dialed in a couple of locations
that we really like. So when
we decided to start planning
for this summer’s trip we really
wanted to focus on fishing for
Montana's native fish.
Although the brown trout of the
Madison and the rainbows of
the Missouri are the stars of
the show in Montana, the
Westslope Cutthroat and Bull
Trout (be sure to check the
regulations on these ones!)
seem to take a back seat.

With my friend Aaron (@van-
schyndel) joining in for the first
leg of the trip, we hit Yellow-
stone Park for some Yellow-
stone Cutthroat. Although the
fishing wasn't what it could be,
it was still a lot of fun. You
can't really complain when
you're fishing in a massive
meadow with a good buddy
and a heard of Bison.

Opposite Clockwizs: Resls, on resls,
on resls. The meat locker ataying cool
under an overcast eky. Prepping a dry
fty for the evening cutty aeasion.

Top: Aaron landed this nice specimen
under my favorite local bridge. Right
The Westzlope Cutthroat have to be
one of my favorite figh to targst.




We also floated the Blackfoot
River just outside of Missoula for
more Cutthroat. Ultimately,
Aaron and | spent more time
learning how to row a boat than
we did roping pigs on the river.

Once Courtney flew in, we shot
north, close to the Canadian
border for one of our favorite
watersheds. We spent nearly a

week camping with almost
nobody in sight. Every morning
we'd toss big streamers with big
rods. Just in time for the eve-
ning hatch, we'd find our way to
a little tributary as the Westslope
Cutthroat started to rise. It was
the perfect combination of big
fish hunting and plentiful dry fly
action. In all, the trip was pretty
simple. We didn't try to hit every
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Moving a little more
slowly gave us time to
t to know the un-
ercut banks, hidden
boulders, and likely

holding water.

Right: All amiles as the sun sets
in the Bob Marghall Wilderneas.
Below: Big water and big fish
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We shot north,
close to the

Canadian border

for one of our

favorite water-
sheds. We spent

nearly a week
camping with
almost nobody
in sight.
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river in the state, or all
the big name spots
Moving a little more
slowly gave us time to
get to know the undercut
banks, hidden boulders,
and likely holding water.

Six years deep into our
summer tradition, I'm
pretty confident that we'll
be doing this for years to
come. Weddings, home
purchases, and kids

might keep us from
month long trips, but the
fun certainly won't stop
anytime soon. We're
already throwing around
some ideas for next
year's trip. If you have
any great ideas, don't
hesitate to reach out!
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Opposite: The River Wolf came
out to play a few times! Clock-
wige: Rowing the boat was a fun
new skill to develop. Sorry Aaron
and Courtney for sketchy drifts.
There's nothing better than wild
fish on public lands. Doubled up!




